
MINUTES 

KENTWOOD HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

November 4, 2019 

Present:   Dwell Moore, Karleen Root, Debi Crawford-Poyner, Reagan Adolfo 

Absent:   Jackie Moore, Dave Van Dyke 

Others present: Lisa Golder  

1.   Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Karleen Root, with support from Debi Poyner-Crawford, to approve the minutes 

of October 2019. 

        --Motion Carried-- 

 

 

2.  Kentwood history article for school newsletter 

There was discussion about the article for November.  Dwell has written an article about the gypsum 

mines in Kentwood.  She reviewed the article with the Commission.  There was discussion as to whether 

the school newsletter was to be continued through mail or would only be available on line.  Lisa will find 

out if this is the case.  Next month Dwell suggested that an article is written as a follow up to the program 

on surveying.  An article on how townships were formed, how Paris Township came to be, annexation, 

etc. may be of interest. 

 

3.  History of Surveying in Michigan 

There was discussion about the event.  It would have been better were there more people there.  For future 

events, we would have to get information to Holland Home at least a week in advance. WKTV took video 

of the event. Lisa will let people know if the program is televised.  We do not have any plans at this point 

for other speakers. 

 

4. Calendar project 

The Commission discussed the project.  From the last meeting, the following dates/events could 

potentially be used for the calendar: 

 

Feb 20, 1967: Kentwood becomes a city 

Feb 27, 1967 First Commission meeting 

August 23, 2010: Opening of new library: 

Sept 2, 2980: 70/30 Policy adopted 

Dec 2, 1977: Ground breaking-new City Hall on Breton Avenue 

Nov 23, 1963 Kent County Airport moved to Cascade Township 

July 6, 2014: Tornado 

May 10, 1981: flood 

1948: Flood 

January 1943: Street name changes took place 



July 19, 1956:  First St. Mary Magdalen Mass takes place at Bowen Roller Rink 

August 1975: Post Office open on 44th Street 

April 13, 1834: Barney and Harriet Burton-first residents to move to Kent County 

 

Other ideas that need specific dates include: 

Steelcase established 

Lacks Industries opening 

When Octagon House and Bowen House were established as historic properties 

When the Metro Cruise started 

Cora Bowens Stauffer’s birthday 

Start of construction of Bailey’s Grove development 

Opening of first library on 44th Street 

Closure of the dump 

Closure of the gypsum mine 

Birthdays of former/current Mayors 

 

Dwell said she would bring a blank calendar to write the options for days and photos. 

 

5.  Other business: 

Lisa said that she met Mel Patterson and his nephew.  His nephew may have some stories and information 

that he may be willing to share about growing up in the area. There was discussion regarding the open 

house.  Karleen said no one attended the November open house.  She suggested that we reduce the 

number to maybe 4 times a year but to be more intentional about the open houses that we do have.  

Maybe we can have a theme of the open house to advertise to the public. Debi said that you can only put 

plyers that are portrait-oriented on the door of the library. We will cancel the open house for December, 

and discuss the 2020 open house dates at our January meeting. 

 

The Volunteer Open House is November 21, 2019. 

 

6.  Next meeting: 

The next KHPC meeting is scheduled for January 6, 2020.   

 

Newsletter topics: 

Octagon House 

Airport History 

Diversity in Kentwood 

Paris Township name 

Heyboer Farm 

Historic Preservation Commission 

Snowstorm of 1978 

Library history 

Relocating the VanderLaan barn 

Grange 

Gypsum mines 


